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Summer Field Day 2026: Teamwork, Training, and a Great 
Weekend of Radio 

 

Our Summer Field Day operation, held June 27–28, 2026, was another successful week-
end of amateur radio, camaraderie, and emergency communications training. This year's 
event was hosted by the Westport Astronomical Society Amateur Radio Club (K1WAS) at 
182 Bayberry Lane in Westport, Connecticut, with participation from the Greater Fairfield 
Amateur Radio Association, the Greater Norwalk Amateur Radio Club, our club and our 
gracious hosts at the Westport Astronomical Society ARC. 

Setup began on Friday and continued through late Saturday morning as volunteers assem-
bled three operating stations. Our antenna systems included the triplexer and Hex Beam for 
10, 15, and 20 meters, along with an Off-Center-Fed Dipole covering 40 and 80 meters. We 
operated three stations in the Class D (Home Station) category. 

Adapting to the Situation 
Our original goal was ambitious: field five stations operating on emergency power, including 
an alternate power station, while surpassing last year's bonus point total. As the old saying 
goes, "The harvest was plentiful, but the laborers were few" (with apologies to the original 
Author!) Unfortunately, we were unable to recruit enough operators willing to set up and 
manage generators in the forecast of possible rainy weather. Rather than overextend our-
selves, we made the practical decision to operate indoors on commercial power as a Class 
D station—a format that has served us well in previous years. 

While it wasn't the Field Day configuration we had initially envisioned, it proved to be the 
right choice for this year's circumstances. 

 

By the Numbers 
The operating results speak for themselves: 

· 535 CW contacts 
· 600 Digital contacts 

· 54 Phone (SSB) contacts 

Total Contacts: 1,189 QSOs 

Scoring: 
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· CW + Digital: 1,135 contacts × 2 points = 2,270 points 
· Phone: 54 contacts × 1 point = 54 points 

Total QSO Points: 2,324 

Operating at 100 watts doubled our score: 

2,324 × 2 = 4,648 QSO points 

 

Bonus Points Earned 
We also earned an impressive 720 bonus points: 

· Media Publicity – 100 
· Social Media – 100 

· Message Origination to Section Manager – 100 
· Message Handling (10 messages) – 100 

· W1AW Bulletin – 100 
· Youth Participation – 20 
· Educational Activity – 100 

· Web Submission – 50 
· Field Day Site Responsibilities – 50 

Total Bonus Points: 720 

Final Claimed Score 
 
4,648 QSO Points + 720 Bonus Points = 5,368 Total Points claimed 

Emergency Communications Training 
One question often asked after Field Day is, "How did we practice Emergency Communi-
cations?" 

The answer is: in many practical ways. 

We built three stations from scratch, erected the Off-Center-Fed Dipole, established the 
station infrastructure, coordinated food and refreshments to keep operators fueled through-
out the event, and maintained operation during the Field Day contest period. 

While we may not have exercised every aspect of a traditional emergency deployment, we 
certainly practiced many of the essential skills that would be required during an actual 
emergency: planning, setup, teamwork, station management, communications, operator 
scheduling, and keeping everyone productive throughout the event. 

Mission accomplished. 
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A Great Team Effort 
Operating K1WAS during Field Day were: 

Steve K1RF, Jon AI1V, Larry AB1JC, Jeff KB1LZ, David KB1LTW, Jim W1RAZ, Sam 
W1SMF, Marilyn NU7T, David N1DPD, Martin K1MGD, Jim KA1PUG, Jonah KB1RXB, 
Peter KC1YRA, Jason KI6JXJ, and Alyson KC1YRK. 

We were also honored to welcome Connecticut Section Manager and club member Doug-
las WA1SFH as our VIP guest during the weekend. 

Did We Have Fun? 
Absolutely! 

From the teamwork during setup, to the laughs during the annual "State of the Union" club 
presentation, to the excitement of making contacts throughout the contest, Field Day once 
again reminded us why we enjoy amateur radio. 

Every antenna raised, every contact logged, every shared meal, and every laugh contrib-
uted to a memorable weekend. While the score is certainly something to celebrate, the 
friendships, cooperation, and hands-on experience are what make Field Day truly suc-
cessful. 

Congratulations and thank you to everyone who participated. Here's to an even bigger and 
better Field Day in 2027! 

N3FJP Screen 
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Worked 49 states (including Alaska), 11 Canadian Provinces, USVI & P. Rico 

Band Mode breakdown 
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Worked 8 countries 

15 operators initials 
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N1KT FIELD DAY 2026  

Although Gary, WE1M, was not feeling well enough to remain at the Field Day 
site after giving his presentation, he wasn't ready to call it a day. After arriving 
home and getting some much-needed rest, Gary decided to get on the air for a 
few hours and put N1KT on the air from his home station. In effect, we had an 
unexpected "second Field Day station!" 

Operating in the 1D category, Gary used his Kenwood TS-590S and a 4-band 
trapped vertical antenna mounted approximately 25 feet above ground. Assisted by his 
XYL and fellow club member Barbara, KA1SHN, HARC operated on 20 and 40 meters us-
ing FT4 and FT8. 

Their efforts produced an impressive 120 contacts, reaching 34 states (including Hawaii), 5 
countries, 4 Canadian provinces, Puerto Rico, and the U.S. Virgin Islands. 

Here's how the scoring worked: 

· 120 contacts × 2 points per digital contact = 240 QSO points 
· Power multiplier of 2 = 480 QSO points 
· Site Responsibilities Sheet bonus = 50 points 
· Electronic submission bonus = 50 points 
Final Score: 580 points 

Gary's determination to continue operating from home turned an early departure into a valu-
able contribution to the club's overall Field Day effort. Many thanks to Gary WE1M & Barba-
ra KA1SHN for putting N1KT on the air and adding another successful chapter to this year's 
Field Day! 

Score stats N1KT 
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Worked 5 countries 

Band Mode breakdown N1KT 

N3FJP Screen N1KT 
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34 States (including Hawaii), 4 Canadian Provinces, USVI  & P. Rico 


